A comparative study of mastication between complete denture wearers and dentate subjects.
A computer system was used for simultaneously collecting and processing mandibular movements and the myoelectric activities of the masticatory muscles of 15 dentate subjects and 11 complete denture wearers. The displacement, velocity, cycle of mandibular movements, and the muscular mean potentials were indices in observing mastication. A good complete denture should perform with physiologic characteristics, and restore masticatory function and oral health. The kinetic energy from the velocities of lateral and vertical directions can serve for the chewing and comminution of food, but lateral comminution may affect denture retention. The mean myoelectrical potentials of the mandibular elevator muscles of complete denture wearers tend to increase at the opening phase; however, the potentials decrease at the closing phase.